From laboratory to clinic: the development of an immunological reagent.
Access to a wide range of high quality and increasingly sophisticated reagents and equipment has underpinned the great surge of knowledge in basic immunology and the growing interest in clinical immunointervention. In this article, the first in an occasional series on immunological research and development in industry, Sue Bright and colleagues outline the key steps in a development programme to take a humanized monoclonal antibody into the clinic. The procedures involved in developing such reagents, particularly for clinical use, are long and require considerable ingenuity and scientific creativity.